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From the Chairman
June is already upon us and the majority of people in Britain will, of
course, be thinking about only one thing. Will England make it out of the
group stages of the Euro 2016?
Oh, and the EU Referendum. June 24th will see an end to those lies,
damn lies and all the useless statistics being trotted out by both sides.
Remember, this is a once-in-a-generation referendum and the losing side
will graciously accept the decision of the British people and allow the
subject to lie. I don’t think so. But, whether we are in or out, the Twin Town
International Reunion must go on, so I hope you all have a lovely summer
and we will see you in September.

Twin Town International Reunion in Newbury: Thursday 8th till
Monday 12th September 2016
Plans are well underway for our Twin Town International Reunion this
September.
We expect up to 100 visitors to come to Newbury from our Twin and
Associated Towns and we are very much looking forward to welcoming
them.
The programme is planned to include a shared lunch with contributions
from each of the towns, a guided tour and afternoon tea at Shaw House
as well as Sunday Lunch at Donnington Valley Hotel. These activities are
free to all hosts, subject to the space limit at each venue.
In addition, there will be free time for hosts and visitors to get to know
each other and to explore the local area. You might like to take part in the
Real Ale Festival in Northcroft Field in the town centre (purely for the
purposes of research, of course) or visit one of the locations that is taking
part in the Heritage Open Day festival. We are sure you will have plenty
of other ideas to make our visitors feel welcome.
We would now like to invite all our members to become involved in the
weekend, whether as a host, a helper or just by coming along to take part
in the various activities.
Please get in touch to let us know if you are able to host one or more
visitors and whether you can offer a single, twin or double room. In
addition, you may have friends who are interested in hosting. We are, of
course happy to offer any information and support before and during the
visit, as required. Thank you in advance for your help and please contact
Rachel Haslam at rachel.haslam@ntlworld.com, tel. 01635 820379.

‘Where I Live 2016’ photo project
Thanks to all those who have already uploaded photographs. If you would like to have a
look, simply visit the website: www.lavidaphoto.eu and while you’re there, if you haven’t
contributed anything yet, it’s not too late to do so! However, if you are among those who
have already contributed, don’t forget that you can keep on uploading as much as you
want, so that we will have a wonderful, varied selection for display in September during
the Twin Towns International Reunion here in Newbury. The project, of course, continues
until the end of the year, when we hope to involve the local museum in housing the
project in their archive for future generations.
David (Hatfull) has been out and about, working hard to promote the project in local
schools and groups, as well as in the press and with Newbury Museum.
It would be great to see photographs that depict ordinary aspects of life in Newbury, as
well as any special events, either in the town, such as the Crafty Craft Race or in your
personal lives, such as weddings or other family celebrations. The forthcoming events to
mark the Queen’s 90th Birthday are sure to provide some interesting moments for you to
photograph! Even the view along your street contains a wealth of visual information that
will be fascinating to those looking at it in the future. We would also like to encourage
more young people to take part, so please tell your children and grandchildren about the
project. In addition, if you have friends in any of the other twins towns, we would
encourage you to remind them about the project.
Please visit the website and follow the instructions to upload your pictures at:
www.lavidaphoto.eu

Quiz Night and American Supper, Saturday 12th March 2016
This annual event has proved to be very popular and the number of people taking part is
growing each year. While we clearly have some members who are very serious
‘quizzers’, most of us are there for the food, really…what a delicious spread we feasted
on, provided by our members.
We are very lucky to be able to use St Mary's Church hall in Shaw for a small fee that
includes glasses, plates, cutlery and a (wonderful) dishwasher. The special Robin
Wallace-Sims Memorial Cup was presented to the winning team, in which, I am pleased
to report, the Hatfulls were included!

Newbury visit to Bagnols, Thursday 5th - Monday 9th May 2016
32 visitors from Newbury Twin Town Association were among those present at the
recent event in Bagnols, with others from Kiskunféléghyaza, Carcaixent, Feltre, Eeklo
and Die (another French town twinned with Kiskun), the Newbury group being the
largest in number. We had a very pleasant group from Newbury, nine of whom were
visiting for the first time and everyone was happy with their hosts and with the visit in
general.
The first full day began with a free morning, followed by a visit to the nuclear power
station at Tricastin, close to Bagnols. This involved a talk in English from an engineer,
followed by a coach tour of the site itself, which led to many interesting conversations
among our group. We then returned to Bagnols for a Conference on renewable
energy. One of the contributors was our Chairman, Ian Haslam, who gave a very
interesting and accessible presentation on the issue in the UK, made the more
relevant by the inclusion of a case study on Saint George’s Church, Wash Common.
The following day featured a European market in Bagnols Cultural Centre, with
products from various countries. Newbury again offered a free tasting of several
delicious British cheeses and chutneys (thanks to Eileen Taylor for providing some of
the latter), washed down with cider or elderflower cordial.
In the afternoon, there was a show featuring various dancers and choirs, while others
from our group were engaged in the preparation of ingredients for Pimms and Eton
Mess which formed Newbury’s contribution to the evening meal, along with the
remaining English cheeses, left over from the morning’s market.The evening meal
was a great success, with Kiskunféléghyaza’s contribution of Hungarian Goulash,
bookended by Newbury’s various contributions, which were all much enjoyed. As
usual, dancing and socialising continued into the small hours.
Sunday’s events began with the commemoration of the 8th May, VE Day, where we
took part in the parade through the streets of Bagnols old town, in the company of
local dignitaries. Music, speeches and pageantry provided a memorable occasion and
Newbury’s Mayor, Howard Bairstow, visibly moved by the occasion, endeared himself
greatly to our French hosts with his heartfelt speech. An outdoor aperitif, in the
sunshine, at the Town Hall was followed by a buffet lunch in the Cultural Centre.
During this time, the weather had, unfortunately, deteriorated, as the groups left
Bagnols for a visit to Coudert’s farm at Valléargues for a ferrade (cattle branding). The
evening was spent in the large converted barn at the farm, where we all sat down for
yet more food and wine, of course, before heading home with our hosts.

Eeklo (Ghent Flower Festival) Tuesday 26th April till Friday 29th April 2016
Des and Sharon Willis represented Newbury Twin Town on a recent trip to Eeklo to visit
the Floralien (Flower Festival) in nearby Ghent, where they were made welcome
at Schaepsgerwe Bed and Breakfast run by Rita Corneil, who organised everything and
worked very hard throughout the visit to entertain the visitors. There were also 4 visitors
from Bagnols and 4 from Carcaixent. Ghent, itself, is twinned with Kanazawa, Japan, so
having visited the spectacular Kenrouen gardens in Kanazawa in 2015 on their trip to
Japan, Des and Sharon were particularly interested to see the Ghent Festival.
Fortunately, being British, our Newbury duo had packed their waterproofs and umbrellas,
so the cold, wet weather conditions did not spoil their enjoyment of a lovely day at an
outstanding festival. With the events being held at four main locations, they were grateful
for the shuttle bus that ran from St Peter’s Station to the sites around the city.The
Japanese theme ran through the Floralien with wonderful bamboo plants and sculptures,
a display of Bonsai trees, masses of amazing colourful azaleas and beautiful displays of
Japanese flower arranging, known as Ikebana. The visitors enjoyed a picnic lunch with
Rita in specially created gardens in a city square just outside St Peter's Church. The
church itself had been transformed with a display of hanging silk flowers with changing
coloured lights and the music of the Four Seasons. The final venue featured a very
atmospheric reconstruction of the desolation of the trenches of the First World War. After
a long but very rewarding day, the visitors returned to Eeklo for traditional frites in a
friture.
Having had Thursday morning free to explore in Eeklo, Rita then drove some of the
visitors to the outskirts of Brussels where they visited the Floralia Brussels in the grounds
of Bigard Castle. The massed displays of bulbs were beautiful and the rain held off for
most of the afternoon. In the evening, they took part in a group meal cooked by Magda at
her home, leaving for home the following morning.

Eeklo Students’ visit to Newbury, Friday 25th March 2016
As part of a week-long visit to the UK, a group of students and teachers from Eeklo spent
the day as guests of Newbury Twin Town Association on Good Friday. Gillian, Rachel
and Ian first of all led the group on a historic tour of the town, which was looking very
animated and attractive on a warm, sunny day. The visitors had also been provided with
a map and a Flemish translation of Newbury’s town walking route. Free time was, of
course, allowed for shopping, following which the group returned to the Town Hall, where
they were welcomed by Howard Bairstow, then Mayor of Newbury.

The students spent a few minutes of fun trying on the Councillors’ robes and posing for
photos on the Town Hall stairs before enjoying a delicious buffet lunch provided by Jackie
Snell and her team of helpers. The students were keen to practise their English and
expressed their thanks to everyone involved in arranging the visit, after which gifts were
given. Several also asked Jackie for a copy of her recipes, the rice salad proving a
popular treat!
The teachers with the group commented on how much they appreciated their students
having the chance to speak English through meeting British people and learning more
about their culture. The visit was a great success and helped also as well to strengthen
the ties between the towns, as the group was made aware of the benefits of ‘Youth for
Europe’.

Forthcoming Events: Dates for your diary
Saturday 25th June at 8pm: Fundraising Concert:
Our Twin Town Chairman, Ian, will be singing at a concert in St Mary’s Church, Shaw.
The programme, sung by local choir Cantemus, will include music by Rutter, Verdi,
Buxtehude, Schubert, Fauré and Copland.
Tickets are £10 each and are available from Amanda Salter (email a.m.quek@gmail.com
or by phoning the Church Office 01635 40450 (Tuesday to Friday 9am to 1pm).
This promises to be a very enjoyable evening of music so please come along if you are
available.
Sunday 26th June: Twin Town Afternoon Tea.
To celebrate the birthday of HM The Queen, this event will be held at the home of our
catering guru, Jackie Snell, as follows:
Location - Pightle Cottage, Chapel Row, Bucklebury, Reading, RG7 6QE.
2:30 pm – Arrive for a country walk (optional)
3:00 pm – Arrive for tea.
3:30 pm – Tea prepared and served by Jackie and helpers.
We hope to see as many of you as possible at this wonderful event. Red, white & blue
attire optional! Please reply to Zita Lang at: zitalang@msn.com if you are able to come
along.
There will be a small charge of £2 per person. Please bring garden chairs.

Sunday 3rd July: Summer Serenade.
There will be a relaxing afternoon concert with Pimms and strawberries at St George’s
Church, Wash Common at 3.30 pm. The concert will be presented by Harmony Choir with
guest performers, Clive Grant, Helen Page and Sophie Glenny. Several members of
Newbury Twin Town Association will be taking part, so do please come along to support
them and enjoy the wonderful selection of music. Tickets cost £8 each, available in
advance by contacting the Church office on 01635 41249 or Helen Tuck on 01635 45978.

4th - 8th August: Visit to The Palio in Feltre
5 people are going on this trip, with a small number of other possible spaces still available,
so if interested, please contact Stuart Durrant at: sr.durrant@btinternet.com. However,
there are plans for a larger group from Newbury to attend this spectacular event in August
2017.
Coffee Mornings
Our regular coffee mornings are held on the first Saturday of each month from 10am in
Joseph’s Restaurant in Camp Hopson. This is a great way to catch up with all your Twin
Town friends over coffee and a chat.
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